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Habitats and Wildlife in 
the Town of Gallatin

Photo: Bil Schaefer
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Working to achieve key benefits:
• clean water

• community resilience

• vital estuary ecosystem

• fish, wildlife, and habitat 

• natural scenery

• education, access, 
recreation, and inspiration

Hudson River Estuary Program
Gallatin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HREP is a non-regulatory program at DEC established to help restore and revitalize the estuary for the benefit of people. We work throughout the watershed in the 10-counties bordering the tidal Hudson River to achieve key benefits, including…
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• natural resource inventories
• open space plans
• watershed plans
• climate adaptation planning

• streamside tree plantings
• dam removal
• culvert replacement
• Hudson River access
• sustainable shorelines

Municipal training, technical assistance & grants:
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Photo by Laura Heady

Why conservation and land use? 
water quality and quantity 

flood control

temperature moderation

carbon storage

clean air

human health

recreation and education

scenery

fisheries and forest products

pollinators Eco-wheel, Source: USEPA
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Photo by Laura Heady

Recommended Planning Approach:
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Existing data about important natural 
areas and wildlife with interpretation:

What’s in the Habitat Summary?

• Land Cover and Land Use
• Important Biodiversity Areas
• Watersheds, Streams, Flood Zones
• Wetlands and Large Forests
• Grasslands and Shrublands

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The summary consists of a report, maps, and table compiling existing data available from DEC, NYNHP, and other public sources. It summarizes what we know about habitats and wildlife in the town, along with some interpretation to make it more useful to municipal planning. HREP has been providing similar summaries to municipalities over the past decade to support local planning efforts. It’s important to note that many areas have never been surveyed by biologists, and the information provided here is thus incomplete, but provides a starting point.



Gallatin

39.6 square miles total area

• 72.4% forest

• 16% agricultural/ 
open 



Gallatin

Map source: 
Hudson Valley 
Natural Resource 
Mapper

https://gisservices.dec.ny.gov/gis/hvnrm/


• Forest corridor 
• Significant forest 

community, Lake 
Taghkanic State Park

• Floodplain forests

• Coldwater stream 
habitats

• Gallatin bog

• Eel habitat

• Rare plants, animals



Brook trout

Punch Brook

Fall Kill

Doove Kill/ 
Klein Kill

Taghkanic Creek

Shekomeko Creek

Wood turtle
Photo: Ingrid Haeckel
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High quality wetlands
Vernal pools?

Photos: New York Natural Heritage Program

Spotted turtle, 
species of 
special 
concern

Pied billed grebe, threatened in NYS
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Open habitats

Eastern 
meadowlark
Bobolink

Photo source: Gallatin town website

Savannah sparrow
American kestrel



Scarlet tanager

Photo: Ed Lam

Gallatin supports 
some of the highest 
quality forests in the 
Hudson River Valley 
Estuary watershed. 
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Many hyperlinks throughout text and tables

Plant and animal table

11 species of 
conservation concern 
in Gallatin rely on 
young forest and 
shrubland.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many links to more information throughout the report, including links from the species table to conservation guidance on the Heritage Program website that describe strategies to minimize impacts from development.  
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NYS Regulations
Threatened - Any native species likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future in New 
York State.

Endangered - Any native species in imminent danger of extirpation or extinction in New York State.

Special concern - Any native species for which a welfare concern or risk of endangerment has been 
documented in New York State.

Non-Regulatory
Species of Greatest Conservation Need – New York State, to comply with federal program

Species designations



16

• Maintain large intact natural areas
• Preserve broad natural corridors
• Maintain or restore broad buffer             

zones of natural vegetation around 
sensitive resources

• Minimize impervious surfaces
• Encourage new development near 

existing centers or in least sensitive 
areas.

Photo: Laura Heady

Dutchess County Greenway Guide

Conservation Principles
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Using a Habitat Summary
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Photo by Laura Heady

Incorporate into planning



19Reference for local project reviews
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR):

“all agencies conduct their affairs with an 
awareness that they are stewards of the air, water, 
land and living resources, and that they have an 
obligation to protect the environment for the use 
and enjoyment of this and all future generations.”



20Where can I get more information?

https://hudson.dnr.cals.cornell.edu/



21Where can I get more information?

https://hudson.dnr.cals.cornell.edu/https://geodata-cc-
ny.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/ccnri
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Christine Vanderlan
Conservation & Land Use Specialist
Hudson River Estuary Program
(845) 256-3062
christine.vanderlan@dec.ny.gov

Webinar series: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/120539.html

Thank you! 
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